Since parents and their school-aged children constitute genetically related individuals living together, parent-child decayed, missing, and filled teeth (DMFT) comparisons offer opportunities to examine the familial influence on dental caries. Appropriate designs allow exploration of the possible influence of sex, apart from sexlinkage, and comparison of caries rates in children of parental extremes. Understandably, such studies demand very large sample sizes, comparisons at narrow age intervals, and (ideally) different racial groupings.
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To [457] [458] [459] [460] [461] 1976) . In the present study, DMFT scores behave like hemoglobin level, fatness, and other diet-influenced variables in the extent of parentchild resemblance (GARN, CLARK, and ULLMAN, Ecol Food Nutr 4: 57-60, 1975; GARN, CLARK, and GUIRE, Ecol Food Nutr 5: 47-50, 1976) . 
